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ABSTRACT

California Gold Rush is one of the greatest historical events in the history of
American western development. At the beginning of 1848, gold mine was discovered
across the Pacific where California was. However, the accidental discovery would have
deep influence on American Westward Movement, western development and even the
whole American history. The thesis mainly discusses a certain period of history, which is
from the discovery of gold mine in California in 1848 to the rise of the early
Conservation Movement in the early 20th century, and the environmental problems that
was caused by the California Gold Rush as well as whose environmental effect on
California and even American society.

There are four chapters in the thesis:

Chapter one mainly talks about the outline of California Gold Rush and the reason
why Gold Rush came into being. The gold mine had been discovered twice before 1848,
while these two discoveries of the gold mine didn’t form Gold Rush. However, the
discovery of gold mine in1848 led to a large scale of Gold Rush. The reason in which are
worth our studies. Meanwhile the writer will be able to make the readers understand the
contents about the analysis of Californian environmental problems during the Gold Rush
more thoroughly through the description of the California Gold Rush in chapter one.

Chapter two mainly focus on the environmental problems in California during the
Gold Rush, which is also the main contents of the thesis. This chapter mainly analyzes
the contents from two aspects including environment pollution and ecological destruction.
About environment pollution, the thesis mainly elucidates through two angles, that is
iron smelting factories and the refinery of mercury. For the aspect of environmental
destruction, the thesis chooses to analyze from the aspects of land destruction, river
ecological destruction and vegetation deterioration. In this chapter, the wrier tries to
show the readers the environment problems in California of this period by picking the
typical cases of environmental destruction in California during the Gold Rush and
historical theories.

Chapter three describes the reason why the environment problems in California
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during the Gold Rush came into being. In this chapter, the writer analyzes the reason
from three angles, that is the gold miners’ endless desires, the huge pressure of
population which is formed by the increasing population and the demand for life after the
discovery of the gold mine, and the great destruction to the environment caused by the
use of Hydraulic Mining.

Chapter four analyzes the social effects of the environmental problems in California
during the Gold Rush. The appearance of the environmental problems in California
during the Gold Rush had important impact of promotion on the early legislation of the
natural resources protection and the realization of the sense of environmental protection.
In this chapter, the writer chooses several angles to analyze such as the impact of
promotion on the early sense of environmental protection in America, and the early
American legislation of natural resources protection especially the Mining Law of

1872 . The writer tries to analyze the social effects completely and objectively.

Key Words: Gold Rush  California  Environmental Problems

Reasons and Social Effects



ABSTRACT .ottt VIl
.................................................................................................................................... 1

0.0 s 1
0.0.0 1

0.0, 2 2

0.2 e 4

0.3 s 5

L e 6
L L 6

1.2 7

2 9
2. L 9

2. L. L 9

212 10

2.2 12
2.2, 12

2.2.2 14

2.2.3 e 17

3 21
3.1 [1] T 21

3.2 - 23

3.3 e 26



A1
A2

Xl



0.1

1848

0.1.1

19

[(M]

[M]

1]
1]
]

19

2012 263
1995 3
[J]
1987 3
2006
1991 4

1989



1848—1878

2 11
0.1.2
[ ¥ 2 C-
W.
(1848  1880)
1872
[J] 2009 2
] 2004 4
1848—1878[D] 2007
— “oo [l
2009
“ 2010 7
] 2002 1
N 2008 2

Andrew C. Isenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill and Wang, 2006
Leonard J. Arritngton. Mining Frontier of the Far West[J]. The Mississippi Valley Historical Review.1998

2



19

S. 11848 1900

John Boessenecker. Gold Dust and Gunsmoke: Tales of Gold Rush Outlaws, Gunfighters, Lawmen, and Vigilantes

[M].New York: John Wiley, 1999

Holliday J.S.. The World Rushed in, the California Gold Rush Experience[M]. Norman: University of Oklahoma

Press,2002

Roger L Nichols. American Frontier and Western Issues, A Historiographical Review[M].Westport: Greenwood

Press, 1986
. [M] 2014

Lary M Dilsaver. The American Environment: Interpretations of Past Geographies[M]. Rowman and Littlefield

Publisher, 1992

Carolyn Merchant. Major Problems in American Environmental History, Documents and Essays[A].Berkeley:

University of California Press, 2005

John Walton Caughey. The California Gold Rush[M].Berkeley: University of California Press, 1975

David Vaught. After the Gold Rush, Tarnished Dreams in the Sacramento Valley[M].Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins

University Press,2007



(1830  1860)

0.2

William S. Greever. Bonanza West, The Story of Western Mining Rushes1848-1900[M].Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press,1963



0.3



1.1

1848 -
1848 1 24
1848 3 15
1848 5 12
1848 6 17 = 77
8 19
“ 77 1849
€ 77 1849 1853
1853 1859 “e 77 1859

Carolyn Merchant. Major Problems in American Environmental History, Documents and Essays[A].Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2005:P247
[M] 1994 131
[M] 2005 334

6



20 70

1.2

1848
1841 1842
1848 € 77

1848
1848 € 77

1848 40
1848

- 1846 7
€ 77 1848 3

John Walton Caughey. The California Gold Rush[M] Berkeley: University of California Press, 1975: 16
91 1987 3



2.5

77 1848 12

1848
1848

1849 2.6
11.5

[M] 1994 132
1848-1878[D] 2007

8

1852



1848 “e 77
2.1
2.1.1
19
20

19 70 20%o 26 17%o

19 70

60%

14%-18% -
12%-13%

Holliday J.S.. The World Rushed in: the California Gold Rush Experience[M]. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press,2002:P376
Andrew C Isenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill and Wang, 2006:P65

[J] 2006 4



1872 2 26 3 5

2.1.2
1845
19 70
1850-1855
170
1865 €

Richard Kevin Starr. Rooted in Barbarous soil: People, Culture, and Community in Gold Rush California[M].
Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000:P87

Duane A.Smish. Mining America: The Industry and the Environment 1800-1980[M]. University Press of Kansas,
1987:P75

Andrew C Isenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill and Wang, 2006:P48

10



2000 77
19 90

1888 2

1863 -

75%-85%

Wilson Paul Rodman. Mining Frontiers of the Far West 1848-1880[M]. California Institute of Technology Press,

1963:P136
Duane A. Smish. Mining America: The Industry and the Environment 1800-1980[M]. University Press of Kansas,

1987:P11
Wilson Paul Rodman. Mining Frontiers of the Far West 1848-1880[M]. California Institute of Technology Press,

1963:P138
Andrew C Isenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill and Wang, 2006:P49

Andrew C Isenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill and Wang, 2006:P50

11



2.2

2.2.1

200-300

140

1050-1350

1885

110

[M]

[M]
[M]
[M]

12

225
1869
1874
100%
1960 43
1960 45
2004 64
2004 65



20

1000

1858 - -

Duane A. Smish. Mining America: The Industry and the Environment 1800-1980[M]. University Press of Kansas,
1987:P17

Lary M Dilsaver. The American Environment: Interpretations of Past Geographies[M]. Rowman and Littlefield
Publisher, 1992:P89

Lary M Dilsaver. The American Environment: Interpretations of Past Geographies[M]. Rowman and Littlefield
Publisher, 1992:P91

John Walton Caughey. The California Gold Rush[M].Berkeley: University of California Press, 1975:P67

13



1851 “

E 1861 ® &

2.2.2

1851

Willian S Greever, Bonanza West. The Story of Western Mining Rushes 1848  1900[M]. NewYork:Roman,1963
Willian S Greever, Bonanza West. The Story of Western Mining Rushes 1848  1900[M]. NewYork:Roman,1963
Willian S Greever, Bonanza West. The Story of Western Mining Rushes 1848  1900[M]. NewYork:Roman,1963

Holliday J.S.. The World Rushed in: the California Gold Rush Experience[M]. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press,2002:P54

Lary M Dilsaver. The American Environment: Interpretations of Past Geographies[M]. Rowman and Littlefield
Publisher, 1992:P112

Gordon Morris Bakken. Environmental Problems in America’s Garden of Eden[M].Long Beach City College Press,
2000:P325

14



€ 77 16

1882 6000
1000 1883
7600000
4 40 50 70 80
200
1851
80
1870
1849 1913
0.33 0.25

Holliday J.S.. The World Rushed in: the California Gold Rush Experience[M]. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press,2002:P112

Andrew C Isenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill and Wang, 2006:P36

Gordon Morris Bakken. Environmental Problems in America’s Garden of Eden[M].Long Beach City College Press,
2000:P327

Carolyn Merchant. Major Problems in American Environmental History, Documents and Essays[A].Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2005:P248

15



25 360,000 000 600,000,000

5-6
1848-1849 “ 8-15
1870-1871 “e

Gordon Morris Bakken. Environmental Problems in America’s Garden of Eden[M].Long Beach City College Press,
2000:P330

Holliday J.S.. The World Rushed in: the California Gold Rush Experience[M]. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press,2002:P244

Gordon Morris Bakken. Environmental Problems in America’s Garden of Eden[M].Long Beach City College Press,
2000:P189

Carolyn Merchant. Major Problems in American Environmental History, Documents and Essays[A].Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2005:P250

16



19 70
15000

2.2.3 —

385
200

Duane A. Smish. Mining America: The Industry and the Environment 1800-1980[M]. University Press of Kansas,
1987:P57
[M] 2004 49

Roger L Nichols. American Frontier and Western Issues: A Historiographical Review[M].Westport: Greenwood
Press, 1986:P33
Holliday J.S.. The World Rushed in: the California Gold Rush Experience[M]. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press,2002:P251
Andrew C Isenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill and Wang, 2006:P65
Andrew C Isenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill and Wang, 2006:P68

1890—1920[D] 2011

17



300
1870 43

77 19

2,000,000

20
31

20
90
1984
771850
20 13

19 70

1882

20

2013

Richard Kevin Starr. Rooted in Barbarous soil: People, Culture, and Community in Gold Rush California[M].
Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000:P76

Duane A. Smish. Mining America: The Industry and the Environment 1800-1980[M]. University Press of Kansas,

1987:P55

Duane A. Smish. Mining America: The Industry and the Environment 1800-1980[M]. University Press of Kansas,

1987:P57

18



4%

28%
40% 1889

19 80

- 1887 €

Andrew C Isenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill and Wang, 2006:P77

Andrew C Isenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill and Wang, 2006:P89

Wilson Paul Rodman. Mining Frontiers of the Far West 1848-1880[M]. California Institute of Technology Press,
1963:P92

Gordon Morris Bakken. Environmental Problems in America’s Garden of Eden[M].Long Beach City College Press,
2000:P158

19



20



3 . 1 [ ¥ 9 9
1492
356
19 “e 77
1997 6
[M]
[J]

Roderick Nash.Wilderness and the American Mind[M].New Haven:

21

[(M]

1995 8
2009 2
Yale University Press,1982: 20



19 40
1848 € 77
1848 4000
1—-3
20 20
2000
64 5356

Roderick Nash.Wilderness and the American Mind[M].New Haven: Yale University Press,1982: 23

[(M]
1997 10
. (M]
1997 11
Willian S Greever, Bonanza West. The Story of Western Mining Rushes 1848  1900[M]. NewYork:Roman,1963
[M] 1994 134

22



3.2

1848

100

8000

50-70

192

[(M]
(M]

30

500

1848

2005 334
2008 24

23

15

40

30

1000



cc E R 6 cc E R

1848 3000

1848
4000
1848 8 7 €
1848 €
77 1849 1849
26000 115000
20000
“ 77 “ 771848
3 812 1849 5000 1850 25000
1849
80000 45
1000
10000 »» ce »»
1874
1850 11380 1860
40273 1848 10000-12000 1850
13294 1860 52465 1848
100000 1852 250000 1860

John Walton Caughey. The California Gold Rush[M].Berkeley: University of California Press, 1975:P25
[M] 2001 156
[M] 1994 133
[M] 1994 136
[M] 2000 44

Wilson Paul Rodman. Mining Frontiers of the Far West 1848-1880[M]. California Institute of Technology Press,
1963:P15

24



380000

25-35
1250000
4000-5000 “c
19 70

Wilson Paul Rodman. Mining Frontiers of the Far West 1848-1880[M]. California Institute of Technology Press,
1963
Ray Allen Billington. Westward Expansion: A History of the American Frontier[M].New York:Macmillan,1960:P34
John Boessenecker. Gold Dust and Gunsmoke: TalesofGoldRushOutlaws,Gunfighters,Lawmen,andVigilantes]M].New
York: John Wiley, 1999:P178

25



3.3 —
1853
19

Andrew C Isenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill and Wang, 2006:P65
Donald Worster. Under Western Skies: Nature and History in the American West[M].Oxford University Press,
1992:P59

Andrew C Isenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill and Wang, 2006:P24

26



Duane A. Smish. Mining America: The Industry and the Environment 1800-1980[M]. University Press of Kansas,
1D?Ji7n: ?A? Smish. Mining America: The Industry and the Environment 1800-1980[M]. University Press of Kansas,
1D%?12I?§N0rster. Under Western Skies: Nature and History in the American West[M].Oxford University Press,
;%32;":36“;] Billington. Westward Expansion: A History of the American Frontier[M].New York:Macmillan,1960

27



19 60

- 1872

Wilson Paul Rodman. Mining Frontiers of the Far West 1848-1880[M]. California Institute of Technology Press,
1963

28



4.1

1848

19

20

1879

1]
[M]

29

19

20

2006 3

1999 71



40,000,000
1875 1876

1872 2 26 3 5

19 20
19

19 [J] 2002 4
Duane A.Smish. Mining America: The Industry and the Environment 1800-1980[M]. University Press of Kansas,
1987:P75

30



20

4.2

1890-1920[D] 2011
Carolyn Merchant. The Columbia Guide to American Environmental History[M].Columbia University Press,
2002:P228

] 2005 6

31



19

31

1997

20

32

[(M]

[(M]

19

1848

1860

1857 -

[(M]

2006 21
[M] 2013

2006 57



1864

1848
1866 1872
77 1866
1872 1866

20
62
(]

1860

1870
1872

(M]

2005 4

1860
1864

1866

1872

2013

Gordon Morris Bakken. The Mining Law of 1872: Past, Politics and Prospects[M]. University of New Mexico Press,

2008:P27

33



100

77 1872

100

1866 1872

Gordon Morris Bakken. The Mining Law of 1872: Past, Politics and Prospects[M]. University of New Mexico Press,
2008:P16
20 [M] 2013
52
Gordon Morris Bakken. The Mining Law of 1872: Past, Politics and Prospects[M]. University of New Mexico Press,
2008:P31

34



19

20

35



A

[1]

[2]

[3]

[4]

[5]

[6]

[7]

[8]

[9]

Andrew C lIsenberg. Mining California: An Ecological History[M].New York: Hill
and Wang, 2006

Carolyn Merchant. Major Problems in American Environmental History, Documents
and Essays[A].Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005

Carolyn Merchant. The Columbia Guide to American Environmental History[M].
Columbia University Press, 2002

Donald Worster. Under Western Skies: Nature and History in the American
West[M].Oxford University Press, 1992

Duane A.Smish. Mining America: The Industry and the Environment 1800-1980[M].
University Press of Kansas, 1987

Gordon Morris Bakken. Environmental Problems in America’s Garden of
Eden[M].Long Beach City College Press, 2000

Gordon Morris Bakken. The Mining Law of 1872: Past, Politics and Prospects[M].
University of New Mexico Press, 2008

Holliday J.S.. The World Rushed in: the California Gold Rush Experience[M].
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,2002

John Boessenecker. Gold Dust and Gunsmoke: Tales of Gold Rush Outlaws,

Gunfighters, Lawmen, and Vigilantes|[M].New York: John Wiley, 1999

[10]John Walton Caughey. The California Gold Rush[M].Berkeley: University of

California Press, 1975

[11]Lary M Dilsaver. The American Environment: Interpretations of Past Geographies

[M]. Rowman and Littlefield Publisher, 1992

[12]Ray Allen Billington. The Far Western Frontier 1830-1860[M].London: Hamish

Hamilton,1956

[13]Ray Allen Billington. Westward Expansion: A History of the American Frontier

[M].New York:Macmillan,1960

[14]Richard Kevin Starr. Rooted in Barbarous soil: People, Culture, and Community in

36



Gold Rush California[M].Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000

[15] Roderick Nash. Wilderness and the American Mind[M].New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1982

[16]Roger L Nichols. American Frontier and Western Issues: A Historiographical
Review[M].Westport: Greenwood Press, 1986

[L7]Willian S Greever, Bonanza West. The Story of Western Mining Rushes 1848
1900[M]. New York:Roman,1963

[18] Wilson Paul Rodman. Mining Frontiers of the Far West 1848-1880[M]. California
Institute of Technology Press, 1963

[1] [M] 2008
[2] -
[M] 1997
[3] [M]
2004:
[4] [M] ,1994
[3] [M] 2001
[6] [M] 1995
[7] - [M]
2006
[8] [M] 1960
[] [M]
1999
[10] 20 [M]
2013
[11] [M] 2000
[12] [M] 2005

[1] 19 []

37



[2]
[3]
[4]

[5]
[6]

[7]

[8]

[1]

[2]

2011

19

1989 4

2007

[J]

2002 4

[J]

[J]

[J]

[J]

[J]

2005 4

2005 6

1848-1878[D]

1890—1920[D]

38

2009 2
2006 4

1987 3
[J]

2006



39



(OFE XN

LIAONING UNIVERSITY

B 57 R 98 L

THESIS FOR MASTER DEGREE

AT EEFRER i TTFEAAMATEEXELHhEE6S 4110086 (=LK ) HiE: 024-62202350 Rit: grs.Inu.edu.cn



	摘要
	ABSTRACT
	绪论
	0.1 国内外研究综述
	0.1.1 国内研究综述
	0.1.2 国外研究综述

	0.2 研究意义
	0.3 创新之处

	1 美国加利福尼亚淘金热
	1.1 美国加利福尼亚淘金热的概况
	1.2 美国加利福尼亚淘金热形成原因分析

	2 美国淘金热时期加利福尼亚的环境问题
	2.1 伴随采矿而来的工业污染
	2.1.1 冶炼工厂的环境污染
	2.1.2 水银的提炼及工业应用对环境的污染

	2.2 日益严重的生态破坏
	2.2.1 满目疮痍的土地
	2.2.2 河流生态系统的破坏
	2.2.3 逐渐消失的绿色—植被破坏


	3 美国淘金热时期加利福尼亚环境问题的成因
	3.1“淘金者”的无尽欲望
	3.2 人.压力和日益增长的生产生活需求
	3.3 采矿技术的革新—水力采矿

	4美国淘金热时期加利福尼亚环境问题的社会影响
	4.1 对美国早期环保意识觉醒的促进作用
	4.2 推动了美国早期自然资源保护立法

	结束语
	参考文献
	致谢

