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Resource Endowment and Regional Development of Japan’ s Hokkaido: History and Present
Kosaka Naohito

Abstract: In the modern history of Japan, Hokkaido was seen as an undeveloped area and so a developing target of
the government. Nowadays, Japan’ s regional industry development is reaching limit and its manufacturing is shifting
overseas. Importantly, from the beginning of 1990s, Japan’ s economy was deeply weak and the problems of few children
and ageing constrained its development. In this condition, Japan’ s economy and society development is transforming
from regional development to regional regeneration. Some scholars raise the idea of marginal settlement and regional
disappearance, putting the local autonomy into a more important role. The policies of Abe cabinet are including some of
the ideas above. But these policies are not putting regional effort and development as a core, instead making the central
government as the key. So it didn’ t get rid of the old road of resources development. A new way should combine the
regional resource endowment and development together, which is developing renewable energy in energy area so to
achieve local sustainable development, such as using renewable energy to produce and market on one’ s own.

Key Words: Regional Development; Regional regeneration; renewable energy; sustainable development

HABRE - 20174855 100 Q



