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ABSTRACT

After the end of the Second World War, American agriculture ushered in the "golden
age of pesticides". Farmers think that chemicals are their main means to control pests,
and pesticides are used in a large number of unbridled. California is the largest
agricultural production state in the United States. With highly toxic chemical pesticides
as the core, a large number of pesticides are used to maintain the high yield of agriculture.
However, the large use of pesticides has caused great harm to the health and environment
of consumers. In the 1960s, American society, especially some scientists, realized the
serious harm of pesticide use and called for the treatment of pollution caused by pesticide
use. In the 1970s, the demand for the treatment of pesticide pollution was growing and
reached a climax in the 1980s.

In this paper, the typical problem of pesticide pollution control in California is
selected for research, and the controversy in the process of pesticide pollution control in
California is taken as the narrative thread. The background of pesticide use in California
is traced back, the main measures and process of pesticide pollution control are taken,
and the effect of pesticide pollution control is evaluated. Finally, the governance in
California is discussed and evaluated the historical impact of pesticide pollution. in this
paper, the history of pesticide regulation, the disputes caused by the parties and the
relevant laws are combined to comprehensively elaborate the status and influence of
pesticide pollution control in California in the United States.

This paper consists of three parts: introduction, body and conclusion.

The introduction states the reason of choosing pesticide pollution control in
California as the research object, the review and research value of relevant academic
research on pesticide pollution control in California.

The first part examines the background of pesticide pollution control in California,
the history of pesticide use in California and its environmental problems, the harm of
pesticide to human body, the voice of the public, trade unions and environmental
organizations for pesticide pollution control, and the impact of pesticide pollution control

in California on environmental protection movement in the United States.



The second part investigates the main contradictions and factions in the process of
pesticide pollution control in California, including the main representatives and
environmental protection organizations who advocate reform, the disputes of different
interest groups around the use of pesticide in California, and the achievements of
pesticide pollution control in California. this paper examines the specific practices
adopted to resist the use of pesticides by growers and restrict the use of certain pesticides,
including the "grape boycott" organized by Cesar*Estrada-Chavez and their joint farm
workers' Association, the technological innovation brought about by the pesticide
incident and the adoption of the { Toxic Air Pollutants Act) and the {Safe Drinking Water
and Toxic Substances Enforcement Act) .

The third part evaluates the problem of pesticide pollution control in California and
analyzes the impact of pesticide pollution control in California. it is believed that the
improvement of pesticide regulatory agencies and systems improves the quality of life of
people in California and reduces the risk of pesticide use; the adoption of Several
Pesticide bills has promoted the management of pesticide use in other states of the United
States; the promotion of technological innovation has formed a new agricultural
production mode and promoted the cooperation between environmental protection
organizations and farm workers.

In the end, the paper summarizes the reference significance of pesticide pollution
control in California to the use of pesticides and environmental treatment, and draws

some general knowledge from the case of pesticide pollution control in California.

Key word: U.S.A; California; Pesticides
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® Thomas R.Dunlap,DDT: Scientists, Citizens, and Public Policy,Princeton, NJ:Princeton University Press,
1981,p.98.
® This quote from the policy statement of the governor's committee on pesticide review was read by Hugo
Fisher,Administrator of the California Resources Agency, in testimony before the Cal. Senate Fact Finding
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