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Abstract ; Based on the CGSS data from 2012 to 2017 , this paper empirically studies the impact
mechanism of higher education on female fertility. The results show that female with higher
education can significantly inhibit the fertility level and this effect increases with the improve-
ment of educational level and decreases with their age ,which has differences between regional ,
registered residence types and working nature. In addition to the direct impact, education can
also reduce women’ s fertility level through the effect of opportunity cost and gender identity,
and the former is far greater than the latter,which indicates that the low fertility level of women
with high education background is mainly due to the passive choice of higher opportunity cost.
Therefore , we should focus on the development of child care service industry, guide enterprises
to improve re-levant systems,and call on men to participate in family work to encourage women
to improve their fertility.
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