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Equality in Common Sense

An Explanation of Schutz’ s Phenomenological Concept of Equality
He Lin

Abstract: Equality is one of the basic values of common humanity. But from ancient times it has been
controversial and not yet clear now. Anyway if we want to practise equality in reality we must clarify the
many issues concerning equality in theory. Schutz was a famous phenomenologist and the founder of phe-
nomenological sociology. Starting from the perspective of social philosophy he held that if we want to ex—
pound a tenable theory of equality we need to base our understanding on common sense equality. He car—
ried out a study of equality in the common sense level which involved the starting point of the thinking of
the problem of equality the basis of defining equality the way of determining the scope and limits of e—
quality and differentiating the duality of interpretation of equality and equality of opportunity. Schutz’ s
phenomenological concept of equality not only put forward some basic theoretical issues of equality can not
be ignored for us and make our understanding of equality clear and clear but also instructive for our anal—
ysis of contemporary issues and practice of equality.

Key words: common sense; equality; clarifying ambiguity; Schutz
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